THE SPRING SKY

Even though the spring sky doesnt have many really bright stars,
there is still plently to see!

Of the seven main constellations in the spring sky, Leo is the one you will see first. Leo is a huge
cat, so | love this constellation especially. It is named after a lion in Greek mythology that the
hero Hercules fought and killed. Hydra and Cancer were also Hercules’s unhappy victims.
The constellation Virgo is associated with the Greek goddess of the harvest, and the smaller
constellations of Corvus, Libra and Crater were also named by the Greeks after things they
thought they resembled. And these are not the only things to see in the spring sky!

» There are lots of galaxies to see - especially
inside Leo itself and just below Virgo. But they
are very far away and you will need binoculars
or a small telescope to see them properly.

» Look out for these bright stars: Regulus in Leo and
Spica in Virgo.
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The night sky is full of bird constellations. There’s an
eagle, a swan, and then, below and to the right of Spica - )
in Virgo, there’s Corvus the Crow. They all make me ~ -~ =~ . -
~ feel hungry. Corvus is a weird-looking crow, however. * -

It actually looks more like a squashed box..or maybe g ) RS '. .
a crow with the head bitten off. Yum! i e

The best way to find Cancer is to look for a smudge of
" light beyond Leo. This is M44, the Beehive Cluster, and
it sits right in the middle of the constellation. Through
+binoculars you'll see that the Beehive is made of dozens
of stars, like a swarm of bees. The rest of Cancer is an
- upside-down Y’ of relatively faint stars. S
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